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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 13-32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 13-32 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) E] The drawing(s) filed on 12 December 2003 is/are: a)D accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior-filed application under 35 U.S.C. 
119(e)or under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c) is acknowledged. Applicant has not 
complied with one or more conditions for receiving the benefit of an earlier filing date 
under 35 U.S.C. [1] as follows: 

This application appears to be a division of Application No. 10/014,163, filed 
1 0/26/2001 . A later application for a distinct or independent invention, carved out of a 
pending application and disclosing and claiming only subject matter disclosed in an 
earlier or parent application is known as a divisional application or "division." The 
divisional application should set forth the portion of the earlier disclosure that is 
germane to the invention as claimed in the divisional application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) filed 2/17/2004 is in compliance with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is 
being considered by the examiner. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because the Crosshatch is missing from gasket 
seal. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
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number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 13-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
patent 3515416, Picker! 

In regards to claim 13, Pickert discloses a vacuum System, comprising: 

a first vacuum component (15) having a first flange; 

a second vacuum component (15) having a second flange; 
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a first clamp member (14, 21) capable of being secured around the perimeter of 
the first flange, the first clamp member having a first contact surface and a first coupling 
opening; 

a second clamp member (14) capable of being secured around the perimeter of 
the second flange, the second clamp member having a second contact surface and a 
second coupling opening; and 

a coupling member (17) insertable through the first and second coupling 
openings, the coupling member capable of providing a compressive force to urge the 
first contact surface to come into contact with the second contact surface. 

In regards to claim 14, Pickert discloses the first vacuum flange has a groove 
(15a) along a peripheral edge. 

In regards to claim 15, Pickert discloses a bead (24) on the first clamp member 
that engages the groove on the first vacuum flange. 

In regards to claim 16, Pickert discloses the second vacuum flange has a groove 
along a peripheral edge. 

In regards to claim 17, Pickert discloses a bead on the second clamp member 
that engages the groove on the second vacuum flange. 

In regards to claim 18, Pickert discloses the coupling member is a threaded 
fastener that extends between the first clamp member and the second clamp member. 

In regards to claim 19, Pickert discloses the first coupling opening has internal 
threads that cooperate with the coupling member. 
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In regards to claim 20, Pickert discloses the first clamp member is comprised of 
two or more identical parts. 

In regards to claim 21, Pickert discloses a vacuum system, comprising: 

a first vacuum component having a first flange; 

a second vacuum component having a second flange; 

a first clamp member capable of being secured around the perimeter of the first 
flange, the first clamp member having a first contact surface and a first coupling 
opening; 

a second clamp member capable of being secured around the perimeter of the 
second flange, the second clamp member having a second contact surface and a 
second coupling opening; 

a coupling member insertable through the first and second coupling openings; 

and 

a third vacuum component (16) disposed between the first vacuum component 
and the second vacuum component, and whereby coupling the first clamp member and 
the second clamp member seals the first vacuum component to a first portion of the 
third vacuum component and seals the second vacuum component to a second portion 
of the third vacuum system component. 

In regards to claim 22, Pickert discloses the coupling member provides a 
compressive force to urge the first contact surface to come into contact with the first 
vacuum component. 
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In regards to claim 23, Pickert discloses the first vacuum flange has a groove 
along a peripheral edge. 

In regards to claim 24, Pickert discloses a bead on the first clamp member that 
engages the groove on the first vacuum flange. 

In regards to claim 25, Pickert discloses the second vacuum flange has a groove 
along a peripheral edge. 

In regards to claim 26, Pickert discloses a bead on the second clamp member 
that engages the groove on the second vacuum flange. 

In regards to claim 27, Pickert discloses the coupling member is a threaded 
fastener that extends between the first clamp member and the second clamp member. 

In regards to claim 28, Pickert discloses the first coupling opening has internal 
threads that cooperate with the coupling member. 

In regards to claim 29, Pickert discloses the first clamp member is comprised of 
two or more identical parts. 

In regards to claim 30, Pickert discloses a vacuum system for coupling a first 
vacuum component with a flange to a second vacuum component with a flange, 
comprising: 

a first clamping means for securing around the perimeter of the first flange, the 
first clamp means having a first contact surface and a first coupling opening; 

a second clamping means for securing around the perimeter of the second 
flange, the second clamp means having a second contact surface and a second 
coupling opening; and 
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a coupling means for urging the first contact surface to come into contact with the 
second contact surface, the coupling means insertable through the first and second 
coupling openings. 

In regards to claim 31, Pickert discloses a third vacuum component disposed 
between the first vacuum component and the second vacuum component, and whereby 
coupling the first clamping means and the second clamping means seals the first 
vacuum component to a first portion of the third vacuum component and seals the 
second vacuum component to a second portion of the third vacuum system component. 

In regards to claim 32, Pickert discloses the coupling means is a threaded 
fastener that extends between the first clamping means and the second clamping 
means. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M. Dunwoody whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). (V 




Aaron M Dunwoody 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3679 



.amd 



